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PLANNING COMMITTEE SITE VISITS
TIME: 9.30 am
DATE: Thursday 15 November 2018
VENUE: Chairman's Room - Shire Hall, Gloucester

A G E N G A

ITEM TOPIC CONTACT

1.  Members Site Visit (Pages 1 - 4) Sarah Pearse

NOTES

(a) MEMBERSHIP – Councillors Cllr Phil Awford, Cllr Robert Bird, Cllr David Brown, 
Cllr Dr John Cordwell, Cllr Bernard Fisher, Cllr Terry Hale, Cllr Stephen Hirst, 
Cllr Graham Morgan, Cllr Shaun Parsons, Cllr Alan Preest, Cllr Keith Rippington, 
Cllr Steve Robinson, Cllr Pam Tracey MBE, Cllr Robert Vines and 
Cllr Simon Wheeler

(b) DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Members requiring advice or clarification 
about whether to make a declaration of interest are invited to contact the 
Monitoring Officer: Nigel Roberts 01452 425201 /fax: 426790/e-mail: 
nigel.roberts@gloucestershire.gov.uk prior to the commencement of the 
meeting. 

GENERAL ARRANGEMENTS

(1) Will Members please sign the attendance list.

EVACUATION PROCEDURE - in the event of the fire alarms sounding during the 
meeting please leave as directed in a calm and orderly manner and go to the 
assembly point which is outside the main entrance to Shire Hall in Westgate Street.  
Please remain there and await further instructions.

mailto:nigel.Roberts@gloucestershire.gov.uk
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Member Site Visit Meeting

15th November 2018

Weather: Bright and clear with a light breeze. 

Planning Committee Member Attendance:

Councillors:
AWFORD, Cllr Philip
BIRD, Cllr Robert
BROWN, Cllr David
CORDWELL, Cllr John (Chairman)
FISHER, Cllr Bernard
HALE, Cllr Terry
Hirst Cllr Stephen 
MORGAN, Cllr Graham

P
Ap
Ap
Ap
Ab
P
Ap
P

PARSONS, Cllr Shaun (Vice Chair)
PREEST Cllr Alan 
RIPPINGTON Cllr Keith 
ROBINSON Cllr Steve
TRACEY, Cllr Pamela
VINES, Cllr Robert
WHEELER, Cllr Simon

Ab
Ab
P
P
P
P
P

Key: P=present, Ab=absent, Ap= Apologies

Officers in attendance: 

Sarah Pearse, (SP) Principal Planning Officer, Linda Townsend (LT), Senior 
Planning Officer (Case Officer), Andy Birchley (AB), Senior Planning Officer 
(Enforcement), Rebecca Hopwood,  Apprentice Planner, Dan Pope, County’s 
Acoustic Advisor (Atkins)and Carrie Denness, (CD) Principal Lawyer.

Application Site visited:

Planning Application 18/0043/STMAJW by Dr T Watson and S Williams for the 
resubmission of withdrawn application 17/0082/STMAJW for the change of use pf 
agricultural building to Use Class B2 and installation of proposed incinerator for the 
disposal of equine carcasses on land at Fourways Farm, Waterlane to Oakridge 
Crossroads, Oakridge, Stroud, GL6 7PH. 

Case Officer: Linda Townsend.

Members were joined on site by Dr T Watson and Ms S Williams (the Applicants), Mr 
M Hunt (agent), Mr M Green representing Bisley with Lypiatt Parish Council and Mr 
T Brookshank, a Member of the public.  

The meeting commenced at 10.15am.  SP introduced the applicants, agent, Parish 
representative and officers in attendance, advising all those present of the Site Visit 
Procedure.  The Case Officer (CO) described the proposal including the background 
to the current application and the site location.  She explained that Members 
previously visited the site on the 18th January 2018 and the previous application was 
deferred at the meeting of the 25th January Committee to consider further information 
that had been submitted. 
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Members Questions:

Cllr Wheeler noted from the objections to the proposal that there was an error in the 
position and number of nearest residential properties to the application site, he 
asked for clarification on this point.

The CO responded that the objectors were concerned that the applicants’ submitted 
plan doesn’t show all the properties in the area.  However the Waste Planning 
Authority (WPA) is satisfied that the submissions were accurate for the area around 
Fourways Farm.  Consultees have access to wider plans on line through Google for 
example and will be aware of the wider setting context. The CO referred members to 
an additional map setting out in detail the location of houses in and around the 
surrounding area for reference purposes.

Cllr Tracey commented that the actual incinerator was smaller than she expected 
and asked how a horse is loaded into the plant from the trailer.

Dr. Watson explained that the horse is collected from in a horse box trailer and 
delivered to the application site. A new fence will be erected as part of the proposal 
between the office building to the edge of the barn to screen operations. The horse 
box trailer reverses into the barn via the large barn doors and drops the ramp. A 
tractor is used to pull the horse out of the box onto the floor of the barn. The horse 
box is then washed out and removed.  The tractor then lifts the horse into the 
incinerator and the incineration cycle commences. 

Cllr Tracey asked whether the ash skip (which contains the ash remains produced 
through the incineration process) is covered?

Dr Watson explained that it is more of a large sealed wheelie bin with a lid. Material 
is manually loaded into the bin then closed accordingly.

Cllr Tracey asked where the flue would be positioned in the barn?

Mr Hunt – advised where the flue would exit the incinerator and where it would be 
placed in the barn roof.

Cllr Vines asked whether the horse would be loaded straight away.

Dr Watson stated that the horse would be disposed of promptly. There is no storage 
facility on site. The worst case scenario would be a 10 hour delay whilst the 
incinerator completed its cycle. If this were the case the animal would be retained 
within the horse box until ready to incinerate.

Ms S Williams further expanded that the euthanasia is generally planned in advance 
and emergencies are very rare.

Cllr Tracey asked about staffing and drainage within the barn.

Page 2



3

Dr Watson explained that it would be managed by 1 person.  The horse box trailer 
and barn floor would be pressure washed after disposal of the equine carcass into 
the incinerator. All washdown water is collected into a sump.  This may contain 
waste matter generally comprising faeces and urine, but it is very unlikely that there 
would be any blood. Waste water would be collected and could potentially be 
pumped into the incinerator for disposal. The site is on a sealed surface.

Cllr Tracey asked if the applicant would ever be tempted to incinerate other animals?

Dr Watson explained that he would only be licenced to incinerate equines.

In the absence of a District Council representative, the Chairman invited the Bisley 
with Lypiatt Parish Council representative to comment.

Parish Representative.

Mr Green showed to the Members Site Visit a plan of all the properties comprising 
the Waterlane community coloured red and explained that it all centred on the 
crossroads.  He asked that Members visit the various properties on the plan given 
that there were not just a few isolated houses affected by the proposal.

Local Member – Cllr Rippington 

The Local Member had nothing to add at this point only that he had been kept well 
informed throughout the application process.

The Chairman and some of the officers walked to the bridle path and site entrance to 
talk to the public that had gathered.  Sarah Pearse explained to the public that the 
Case Officer had presented a factual report to Members in respect of the application, 
with the Parish Council representative and representative of the public present. That 
Members had asked questions around the incinerator and the incineration process. 
The Chairman asked the public gathered whether there was anything that they 
wished to raise or bring to Members attention in respect of the application. The 
Chairman explained that Members would be undertaking a site visit to local houses 
at the request of the Parish Council. In response They asked Members to note the 
topography, that many of the houses are located down hill from Fourways Farm and 
that pollution may be carried towards them on the prevailing wind. Another person 
pointed out that they are predominantly outside workers 5 days a week.

Members returned to the coach and travelled to the cross roads.

The coach crossed the bridle path and turned right onto Water Lane and proceeded 
north towards the crossroads.  Fourways bungalow and Highfield were pointed out.  
Members noted the play area to the right of the coach as it entered the main housing 
area.  At the bottom of the hill, the coach parked in the triangular area where the 
library van usually parks and Members got off the bus. Members were made aware 
of the circa 6 houses within this part of the hamlet. Members walked east along 
Limekiln Lane from the crossroads to view the location of properties in this area.  
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The location of Highfield, which could be seen across the field to the south of 
Limekiln Lane was pointed out before Members returned to the coach, without Mr 
Green.  The coach was driven north along the road leading to Waterlane House, 
where Members observed the other properties in the area to the east and behind 
Limekiln Lane.  The coach returned to the crossroads and proceeded west towards 
Bisley and further properties were noted by Members.  

Members departed Waterlane to return to Shire Hall at 11.10am.

Sarah Pearse
15/11/2018
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